
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nov. 5, 2019 

VA equips 200,000 Veterans with lifesaving naloxone
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) Opioid Overdose Education and Naloxone Distribution (OEND) program announced that

from May 2014 to September 2019, the program issued naloxone — a medication used to block the effects of a potentially fatal opioid overdose
— to more than 200,000 Veterans.

VA is a leader in naloxone distribution to health care patients and has documented more than 700 successful opioid overdose reversals
resulting from its use.

“Veterans are twice as likely to die from accidental overdose compared to the general U.S. population,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie.
“Given the opioid crisis, it is our duty to do everything we can to help Veterans avoid opioid overdose and thanks to the Comprehensive
Addiction and Recovery Act of 2016, naloxone education and naloxone prescriptions are free to Veterans enrolled for VA care who may be
at-risk of opioid overdose.”

VA’s OEND program takes a multidisciplinary approach which educates vulnerable patients about opioid risk and provides them with
naloxone. VA has also standardized patient and provider education, clinical guidance, clinical decision support tools identifying patients in
danger of an overdose and national clinical notes to improve care post-overdose.

The department recently launched a Rapid Naloxone Initiative consisting of three elements, including, OEND, VA Police Naloxone and
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) cabinet naloxone.

One hundred sixteen facilities have equipped 2,785 police officers with naloxone and 56 facilities have placed naloxone in 693 AED
cabinets, with 126 opioid overdose reversals (120 by VA Police and 6 with AED cabinet naloxone).

OEND is one of many initiatives VA has implemented to address the opioid epidemic. VA’s Opioid Safety Initiative has made significant
progress reducing reliance on opioid medication for pain management by more than 53% since 2012 and offers pain care options that are safer
and more effective in the long run such as yoga, acupuncture, tai chi and behavioral health approaches.

VA also offers specialty substance use disorder treatment at every health care system using evidence-based psychosocial treatments and
medications to effectively treat opioid use disorders and other substance use disorders. 

Here’s information about VA’s OEND efforts and resources.

###

https://www.pbm.va.gov/PBM/academicdetailingservice/Opioid_Overdose_Education_and_Naloxone_Distribution.asp
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ198/PLAW-114publ198.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ198/PLAW-114publ198.pdf
https://www.pbm.va.gov/PBM/academicdetailingservice/Opioid_Overdose_Education_and_Naloxone_Distribution.asp
https://www.train.org/vha/course/1064943/?backUrl=L0Rlc2t0b3BTaGVsbC5hc3B4P3RhYklkPTYyJmdvdG89YnJvd3NlJmJyb3dzZT1rZXl3b3JkJmtleXdvcmQ9bmFsb3hvbmUma2V5b3B0aW9uPUJvdGgmY2xpbmljYWw9Qm90aCZsb2NhbD1BbGwmQnlDb3N0PTA%3D
https://youtu.be/K3f4dFaxNf8
https://www.va.gov/PAINMANAGEMENT/Opioid_Safety_Initiative_OSI.asp
https://www.va.gov/PAINMANAGEMENT/Veteran_Public/index.asp
https://www.va.gov/PAINMANAGEMENT/Veteran_Public/Complementary_Treatments.asp
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/sud.asp
https://www.pbm.va.gov/PBM/academicdetailingservice/Opioid_Overdose_Education_and_Naloxone_Distribution.asp

